


Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

The Great Cut

A considerable number of Deutsche Bank’s staff was conscripted immediately at the beginning of World War 1.

8,475 employees worked for Deutsche Bank in 1914.
Roughly 2,500 were conscripted to military service — approximately 29 per cent.

1,023 of the banks’ employees lost their life during the war — 7.5 per cent of the banks’ staff in 1918.
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

The Breakdown of International Business: London

Deutsche Bank London Agency, 4 George
Yard, closed down in early August 1914.
At that time Deutsche Bank's most
important foreign branch employed
approx. 400 staff members.

Employee of Deutsche Bank London Agency, around 1900
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

The Breakdown of International Business: Asia
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The Beijing branch of Deutsch-Asiatische Bank (Deutsche Bank’s subsidiary in Bank manager Heinrich Cordes
East Asia) was confiscated in August 1917. French soldiers took up station at as reserve captain, pre 1914
the main entrance. Later on the building was plundered and branch manager

Heinrich Cordes became arrested.
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Be Prepared! — Employees in Uniforms (Pre 1914)

@l a2 29 88 ™

Employees before war - Deutsche Bank staff members from Berlin and Frankfurt pose in uniforms (application photos)
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On Duty — Employees at War

Deutsche Bank staff members in military service 1914-18
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On Duty — Employees at War

Deutsche Bank staff members in military service 1914-18
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Employees at War - Military Mall
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Military mail sent by Deutsche Bank staff members to their offices and vice versa.
The letter on the left, sent by Deutsche Bank on April 4, 1916 no longer reached the addressee, who
was Killed five days previously. The letter was returned unopened to the bank.
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Employees at War - Military Mall

“Last night my big Christmas package
arrived from Hamburg. | was ever so forrarn
pleased and would like to thank Deutsche ,, A Dot e vr Ao Pooenim
Bank for its kindness. | have now been 4 : A% : U
away from Hamburg for over 14 months, A
my work seems so remote, | sometimes L G2t
think it will never be as wonderful again
as it was before the war. On the whole
our position is quiet, however, the /
weather is hard to bear. [...] Hopefully,
spring will also bring us peace.”

Karl Gunther (Belarus) to the Hamburg branch, 2 O
January 15, 1916 it~
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Home Front

Deutsche Bank Cologne staff members pose in front of a “Nail Man” in August 1915.
“Nail Men” consisted of wooden statues into which nails were driven in exchange for donations
of different amounts for members of the armed forces.
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Home Front —

Staff Member Magazine

The ,Nachrichtenblatt*
(newspaper), initially issued
in October 1914, can be
considered as the first staff
member magazine in the
German banking sector. Its
major aim was to build a
bridge between the bank
and its conscripted soldiers.

aacbmcbtenblatt

Qeutf cI)en Bant

tljreu 3um S?uegsbwnff einberufenen Beamten gewidmet.

_Em'. b (% QSeﬂm, 15 Qﬁnbet 1914,

&s ift umg ein Hevzensbediivinis, dazu beizutvagen, daff fite die abhlveichen au Den
Fabuen cinberufenen Mitavbeiter unjever Bonf die Fithlung mit der Heimat wnd  ihrem
DBernfsfreife nad) befter Mbglichleit aufredht ebhalien wird. Diefemt Bwede dient dos
Radjrichtenblatr, das von folchen Vorgingen Kenntwid gebenr wird, die im Hinblic auf ifre
Bugehprigteit e Vant fiie wnjere Beamten Jnteveffe Hobenr Tommen.

Das Nadjrichtenblatt foll forner ber Levmitthmyg folcher Nachridjten diemem, die ur
LWeitergabe ot die Komeraden anf den fKriegsfefaupliten, owie aud) an die s Haufe
suriicfgebliebenen: Beamten geeignet find.

Die Aujgabe, dic das Nachrichtenblatt fich fiellt, wird wefentlich dadurd) gefivdert
werden, daf und die i Felbe ftehenden Veamten ansd ihren Erlebniffen befonders Denbwiindiges
Bevichten wtd  der Berwaltungs-Abteihmg ihre jeweilige Adbrefie mbglichit genowr mitteilen.
Dabei michten wiv bitten, olde Stellen, die aus militdrijchen Giviinden nicht weifer verbreitet
werdent diivfen, ndher — am Deften durd) cime Rlommer — ju begeichnen.  Soweit diefe
Bevidhte cin allgemeineved Jnteveffe Hoben, und gegenw ifre BVerdffentlichung fein Bebenten
vorfanver ift, follen fic in bem Nacjrichtenblatt abgedruckt werden,

Subem wir die erfte Nunmnter verfenden, fun wir ¢§ mit dem Wunjde, daf
alfen denen aug unjern Reihen, die yum Kampie fiir dad Vaterland Hinausgezogen
find und fiir deffen Ehrve und Ruhm ifre gonze Kraft cinfegen, das befte IWopl-
ergefen uud nad) fiegreidem Rampfe eine glitdlidge Heimfehr in ihre Heimat
befchieven fein mige,

Divektion der Dentfdjen Bank.
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

|

VN
Home Front - Llachrichtenblatt

Staff Member Magazine Deutichen Bant

ibren jum RKriegédienjt einberufenen BVeamten gewidmet.

Nr. 80. Berlin, 1. Februar 1918.

Die Gebinde der Dentfhen Bank
in London
eorge ard, Lombard Street,

bie von ber englijdjen Regicrung an eine benadybarte
englifdye Ban? jwang2weife verfauft worben find.

Die Dentfde Bank umd das englifdye
AUnterhans.

.We needed some institution such as the Deutsche
Bank in this comntry (hear, hear)*
(Berhanblungen bes englijhen Unterbaufes vom
10. Jamuor 1916.)

Bu veutjch: ,Wir braudhen fo eine Ginridhtung wie
bie Deutjhe Bant!*

This issue of the ,Nachrichtenblatt‘ from February 1918
refers to the sale of Deutsche Bank’s London premises, and
- quite notable - combines this fact with a remark of the
liberal MP Sir Alfred Mond during a debate in the House of
Commons: “We needed some institution such as the
Deutsche Bank in this country (hear, hear)”
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Home Front —

Charitable Gifts

In 1917 Deutsche Bank's
staff member magazine
proudly announces the
donation for a mobile front
library to strengthen the
soldier's mental fitness
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Gabe der
Deutschen Bank
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Home Front —
War Bonds
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Deutsche Bank to draw the = /N N\
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In fact, the run on war bonds = — =
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Continued Pay during the War

Die der Berliner Slempelvereinigung” und der Frankfurter Bankiervereinigung ange-
hiirenden Berliner und Frankfurter Banken und Bankiers haben beziiglich Weiterzahlung des

Gehalts an die im Diensl des Valerlandes stehenden Beamten und Angestellten lolgende
Beschliisse gelabi:

.Bis zum 31. Oktober d. ). wird das leste Gehall voll weitergezahll.
Vom 1. November d. J. ab erhalten bis aul Weileres:
a) unverheiratete Beamte 30°% ihres bisherigen lesten Gehalls,
b) verheiratele Beamte 60"\ ihres bisherigen lesten Gehalts und weitere 5%
fiir jedes HKind, insgesam! jedoch nicht mehr als 80Y ihres bisherigen
festen Gehalts.”

Circular letter of Deutsche Bank Frankfurt branch from 7t October 1914 with remarks on continued pay for called up staff members
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Continued Pay during the War

Telegraphic-Address: " DEUTSCHE LONDON,” E
43 Wemorandum. &
DEUTSCHE BANK (BERLIN) | NS ML,

LONDON AGENCY,

No. 4, GEORGE YARD,

é/Z- /z:z—f&f/fm—bd . 2.7
LomBARD STREET, ? = e rd
80,000, A. 41211, LONDON, E.C. ,li Vit %ﬂ/é"& 52/( I{J&r v ///ﬁf&; é’}( .
=P P M- o e PRSira: © SwN L

i — — T g = 3

e beg to advise that the following reduced scale of pay,

for those members of '“.“.1.1" ifessenger staff who are serving with the
colours, has been decided upon as from 30th November 1914 viz:-
Ummsrried momber 111 e iad of 1 i 0
rried i ; each child

The usual pension fund contributions will be deducted from

such-allowances as-haxe been hitherto deducted on thesfull “salayr.

Deutsche Bank London Agency informs Edwin Lissamore about the terms
of continued pay in a memorandum of 25" November 1914

Edwin Lissamore duﬁ
on 20t October 1918

s

ng WW I; killed i

n action

Deutsche Bank Workshop “Banks at War*
CC - Historical Institute Zurich, 2014-06-12

15
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Female Employees
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Women subsequently took over tasks of their male colleagues. Female employees at
Norddeutsche Bank in Hamburg, circa 1920
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Female Employees

: fl
Female Employees who worked for Deutsche Bank during WW | — one is photographed at her workplace, the switchboard of the
Frankfurt branch. Katharine von Schaper (on the left), quite unique, managed a sub-branch of Deutsche Bank in Bremen.
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Mixed Teams
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The employment of female staff members at Deutsche Bank during WW | turned out to be a non-reversible process.
The number of female employees did not diminish significantly in the post war years.

Images: Mixed teams in back offices at Deutsche Bank Frankfurt branch in 1930
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A new Experience in the Banking Sector: Strike

Military posts protect the
Deutsche Bank Hamburg
branch in summer 1919
during the first strike of
bank employees in
Germany
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Recreation

Caputh, near Potsdam (donated by Board Member
Arthur von Gwinner in 1917)

Johannaberg/ Teutoburger Wald (1918)

By the end of war Deutsche Bank set up several recreation homes for their employees returning from the front
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Employees died at war

Employees Employees
Deutsche Bank killed in action
(aggregated)

1914-12-31 8,475 147
1915-12-31 10,120 418
1916-12-31 10,603 498
1917-12-31 13,322 757
1918-12-31 13,529 1,023

War graves of Deutsche Bank employees

Gefallen:

Hermann Bédior
Frits Brinkmann
Friedricdi Brokfof

Emil Dickmann
Artfur Freefe
Theodor Groulic
Rubdolf Reffm
fflax fiepmann
Heinvidi Cudewipn
Jofef Mikitits

Dermann Plate
Hans Reff

Crici Roft

Hans Hiedenburg
Otto Sonmnet
Franz Spenagler
Carl Tegatmeicr
Paul Fr. Doigt
Karl Bredow
Juffus WDolde

Deormift:

Friedr. Damm
@ricf Dorvand

Ernfi Kothe
Eduard Miiller

Efre ifirem Andenkent

Fallen employees of
Deutsche Bank Bremen branch

Deutsche Bank
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Deutsche Bank and its Employees during WW |

Memorials
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Deutsche Bank Frankfurt branch, around 1930 Deutsche Bank Wuppertal branch, around 1930 Deutsche Bank Karlsruhe branch, 1933
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